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Kappa Sigma 
investigated 
by its own 


Sexual assault investigation 
by Long Beach Police spurs 
investigation by Kappa Sigma 
officials. 


By VALERIE OSIER 
Assistant News Editor 


Cal State Long Beach officials are “yielding” to 
Kappa Sigma’s national organization's investigation 
into a reported sexual assault at the Kappa Sigma 
fraternity house, director of Student Life and Devel- 
opment Brett Waterfield said. 

The decision not to conduct an independent in- 
vestigation came when Kappa Sigma nationals con- 
tacted Waterfield shortly after local news reported 
on the sexual assault investigation by Long Beach 
police, Waterfield said. 

“First of all, you don’t want to get in the way of 
a police investigation, so that’s one of the reasons 
why the organization's going to investigate, the po- 
lice are going to investigate, and then if the univer- 
sity got in, it’s like everyone-would be tripping over 
themselves,” Waterfield said. “In this case, whenever 


see FRAT, page 4 


Obama to GOP: 
‘T’m going to do 
my job’ 


President Obama responds 
to Republicans who refused 
to hold hearings or a vote on 
Supreme Court nominees. 


By LINDSAY PETERS 
Assistant Design Editor 


President Barack Obama said Wednesday that 
there is no constitutional merit in him not nomi- 
nating a Supreme Court justice during his final year. 

The statement was made following a letter from 
Senate Republicans to Majority Leader Mitch Mc- 
Connell Tuesday that revealed their refusal to hold 
any hearings, vote or meetings on the nominee. 

Obama responded to their statements before re- 
porters in the Oval Office following a meeting with 
King Abdullah II of Jordan. He said that while he 
would continue to do his duty, he urges Republicans 
to fulfill their role as dictated by the Constitution. 

“I recognize the politics are hard for them, be- 
cause the easier thing to do is to give in to the most 
extreme voices within their party and stand pat and 
do nothing,” Obama said. “But that’s not our job. 


see OBAMA, page 4 
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alifornia State University, Long Beach 


Ninety-year-old student continues learning on 
the CSULB campus. 


By Lisa WILLISTON 
Staff Writer 


ursting into the newsroom, 90-year- 


old student Diana Baldwin and 


her 80-year-old friend Penelope 


Doherty were eager to get an article 


to press, not realizing they were the real story. 


After being knocked over by a pass- 
ing skateboarder, Baldwin thought the 
campus should know the consequenc- 
es of careless cruising. 

With her injury healing and her 
story reported to campus police, Bald- 
win sat down with the Daily 49er to 
talk about her overall experience at 
Cal State Long Beach. 


Baldwin started taking classes at 
CSULB when she was 65 years old. 
She estimates that she has spent 10 
years studying at the university. 

“Diana is ready with comments all 
the time, she asks questions, she ab- 
sorbs, she takes notes; history pro- 
fessor Arnold Kaminsky said. ”She is 
really just a very classy act, to be quite 


see DIANA, page 3 
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lazar gives 


State of ASI 


President Salazar 
reflected on ASI’s 
successes over the past 
year. 


By BRANDON FLICKINGER 
Staff Writer 


Jose Salazar, president of Associated 
Students Inc., reflected Wednesday on 
student government's success in estab- 
lishing better campus environmental 
sustainability and government trans- 
parency over the past year. 

There will be solar panels installed 
over parking lot 14 this summer - the 
power generated will cover 15 percent 
of the university's energy needs. 

Long Beach has plans to create 50 
bike share sheds, for which the city 
received a grant last year, Salazar said. 
These stations will stock bicycles that 
people can borrow and be returned to 


any other bike share sheds. Salazar will 
negotiate for two sheds on campus. 

“That my friends, is how progress 
looks,” said Salazar of these efforts to- 
ward greater sustainability. 

Salazar also praised the ASI board 
for the Town Hall meetings where stu- 
dents put forward their perspectives. 

It was Salazar’s second State of ASI 
address as president. 

The decision to change ASI com- 
pensation from a wage into a scholar- 
ship will come before the Senate soon, 
said Salazar. The Board of Control has 
passed their formal recommendation 
on the Executive Compensation Policy 
to this effect. 

The change will allow undocument- 
ed students to receive compensation for 
their ASI work, but will count against 
student aid limits for those who are re- 
ceiving maximum aid. 

Gabriel O. Avila was formally con- 
firmed ASI chief of staff. The position 
was previously empty. 
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Keenan Jackson has collected over 400 signatures in favor of legalizing marijuana from Cal State Long Beach stu- 
dents in a span of four days. The petition signatures are for a ballot measure to decriminalize and legalize the pos- 
session and consumption of recreational marijuana in California. The petition needs 585,407 verified signatures of 
registered voters to be placed on the ballot for the November general election. The required number of signatures is 
equal to 8 percent of the votes cast in the most recent gubernatorial race and would amend California’s constitution. 


Apple’s Tim Cook disappointed with government’s 
handling of San Bernardino case 


Apple Chief Executive Tim Cook 
said the Obama administration should 
have done more to work out a techni- 
cal solution with his company before 
seeking a controversial court order in 
the San Bernardino, Calif., terrorism 
investigation. 

In an interview with ABC’s “World 
News Tonight” on Wednesday, Cook 
said there should have been more di- 
alogue between the company and the 
government before he learned from the 
media last week that a federal magis- 
trate was compelling Apple to provide 
tools to unlock the iPhone of a shooter 
in the deadly terrorist attack. 

Investigators and Apple had been 


collaborating for weeks to get into Syed 


Rizwan Farook’s iPhone, but the court- 
room battle that’s now unfolding appar- 
ently blindsided Cook. 

“T don’t think that’s the way the rail- 
road should be run,” Cook said in the 
interview. “I don't think something this 
important to the country should be 
handled in this way.” 

The Justice Department didn't have 
immediate comment. 

Apple is expected to formally re- 
spond to the court order Friday, ar- 
guing that the magistrate has over- 
reached in her use of an obscure law 
and infringed on the company’s First 
Amendment rights in issuing the order. 
The company has called for a federal 
commission to debate the privacy and 


crime-fighting issues raised by the case. 

Apple is forcefully fighting the or- 
der because doing what the FBI wants 
“could expose people to incredible vul- 
nerabilities’ “be bad for America” and 
“also set a bad. precedent that I think 
many people in America would be 
offended by,’ Cook told ABC. He de- 
scribed the FBI’s proposal as “the soft- 
ware equivalent of cancer” 

People probably carry more in- 
formation about themselves on their 
phones than they store in their house, 
Cook said. In that environment, open- 
ing a backdoor for the government 
protects both privacy and public safe- 
ty, he said. 

Cook called each of the poten- 
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tial consequences of helping the FBI 
“knowns.” And when comparing them 
to the evidence investigators “might” 
be able to get from the iPhone, “I think 
we are making the right choice,” Cook 
said. 

Authorities have all but pieced 
together the San Bernardino terror- 
ists’ movements between the time of 
the attack and their deaths in a wild 
firefight with police hours later, but 
they cannot account for the couple's 
whereabouts during an 18-minute 
period. 

The FBI is also probing whether the 
couple received any help in plotting or 
carrying out the attacks. 

FBI agents turned to Apple for help 
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unlocking the device because several 
security measures introduced to iP- 
hones in recent years have made data 
difficult to extract. Farook was a San 
Bernardino County health inspector 
who was issued the phone for his use 
on the job. 

Cook said the FBI waited too long 
to get the Apple involved. There was 
a “crucial” missed opportunity to get 
some possible additional data when 
investigators had the county reset a 
password for Farook’s online backup 
system. 

“I wish they had contacted us earli- 
er, Cook said. 

—By Paresh Dave, Los Angeles Times, 
TNS 
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DIANA 


continued from page 1 


honest.” 

Baldwin was born Dec. 26, 1925 on the East Coast. Her 
humble upbringings in Mt. Vernon, New York launched her 
motivation to seek knowledge and take value in her educa- 
tion. 

Having received high marks in high school, Baldwin was 
granted a full-ride scholarship to New York University. 

Baldwin opted out of studying French and decided to 


6& 


major in Spanish after speaking to an 
adviser who thought it would be more 
beneficial. She graduated magna cum 
laude from NYU. 

Baldwin has continued her path 
of knowledge by taking a variety of 
courses here at CSULB. 

“T like a little bit of everything. I 


have taken geography, and I’m matric- from you. 
ulated in Jewish studies and have taken 

some wonderful classes with Jeffrey Diana Baldwin, 
Blutinger; Baldwin said. “Mostly his- CSULB student 


tory and literature, I love taking a lot 
of the classes I missed out on majoring 
in Spanish” 

During her years after NYU, Spanish teaching jobs were 
hard to come by at the time, so she used her Spanish degree 
to travel. 

After graduation, she and her friend Jean Frommer, au- 
thor Arthur Frommer's sister, travelled to Cuba “B.C.,’ or as 
Baldwin explains it, “before Castro.” 

There, she took advantage of her Spanish degree by trans- 
lating for her friend, which allowed them to navigate the 
country with ease. 

“J think my love of travel started then because I became a 
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There’s nothing like 
knowledge, and no 
one can take that away 


travel agent while I was teaching, and I have [since] visited 
106 countries and I’m still going” Baldwin said. 

Next week, Baldwin is going on a river cruise on the Mis- 
sissippi River on the American Steamboat that goes from 
New Orleans to Memphis. She is planning to go on another 
river cruise that travels from Amsterdam to Basel, Switzer- 
land, this April. 

“I keep looking for good deals, being a travel agent,’ Bald- 
win said. “My daughter works for Delta, so that helps a lot” 

Baldwin's professors enjoy having her and her fellow se- 
nior program students in class because they provide an in- 
teresting perspective having had more life experience than 
the average CSULB student. 

“She actively participates and does 
the reading like any other student 
might,” said Jeffrey Blutinger, a Jewish 
studies professor. 

Over the summer, Baldwin received 
a unsettling email from the admin- 
istration indicating that because she 
was not working towards a degree, she 
99 would be unable to enroll in classes. 

“I wrote an email back that had 
said, ‘if you had shot me right 
through the heart, you couldn't’ve 
hurt me more. You're taking away the 
greatest pleasure of my life?” Baldwin said. “[CSULB] re- 
instated me.” 

Right now Baldwin is enrolled in a comparative world lit- 
erature European masterpieces class and a history of India 
course. 

Baldwin said that students should really take their studies 
seriously and not fool around. 

“There's nothing like knowledge, and no one can take that 
away from you.” Baldwin said. “Be diverse, be a good hu- 
man being and don't knock anyone down while you're skate- 


boarding” 
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A current photo of Diana Baldwin. 
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Our job is to fulfill our constitutional 
duties” 

Following the death of Justice An- 
tonin Scalia Feb. 13, a vacant seat on 
the U.S. Supreme Court remains. Ac- 
cording to the Constitution, the pres- 
ident appoints nominees while the 
Senate votes to confirm or deny the 
appointment. 

In their letter, Republicans said 
they’re refusing to continue with the 
appointment process until a new pres- 
ident is elected to give citizens an op- 
portunity to vet the candidate. 

“{This will be done] to ensure the 
American people are not deprived of 
the opportunity to engage in a full and 
robust debate over the type of jurist 
they wish to decide some of the most 
critical issues of our time,” Republi- 
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cans said in the letter. 

The president also said in his re- 
sponse that there is no language in the 
Constitution barring him from mak- 
ing a nomination leading him to think 
the Founding Fathers would agree. 

“None of the Founding Fathers 
thought that when it comes to the 
President carrying out his duties, he 
should do it for three years and then 
on the last year stop doing it) Obama 
said. 

Obama also responded to criti- 
cisms that he was a “lame duck,” or an 
official trying to hold office despite 
it coming to an end. He clarified that 
the “lame duck” window refers to the 
two to three months after a new pres- 
ident is elected but before they are 
sworn in. 

“Tve got a year to go,’ President 
Obama said. “I dont think [critics] 
would approve of me abdicating on my 
duties as Commander-in-Chief and to 
stop doing all the other work that I got 
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to do. Well, this is part of my job” 

In their letter, Republicans cit- 
ed Article II, Section 2 of the Con- 
stitution as justification for their 
decision. They explain that it gives 
Congress the power to vote on presi- 
dential nominations but that they are 
not obligated to. 

The president warned that blocking 
the appointment process of Supreme 
Court justices would result in the de- 
cline of the Supreme Court as an in- 
stitution separate from party politics. 

“And at that point, not only are you 
going to see more and more vacancies 
and the court systems break down, 
but the credibility of the Court itself 
begins to diminish because it’s viewed 
simply as an extension of our politics,” 
Obama said. 

Although no nominations have 
been made, Obama outlined his cri- 
teria for a candidate Wednesday in a 
blog post on http://www.scotusblog. 
com. 
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there’s an active police investigation go- 
ing, we tend to kind of step back and let 
that guide it’s way ... because we don't 
want anything we do impede the legal 
process there.” 

The police are investigating a report 
of sexual assault from the early morn- 
ing of Feb. 14 when a female student 
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reported she was sexually assaulted by 
an unknown male at a party hosted at 
the fraternity’s house. 

The investigation by Kappa Sigma is 
being headed by their own legal counsel 
and will try to determine if the chapter 
at CSULB has a culture that fosters inci- 
dents of sexual assault. Waterfield said 
that this does not constitute a conflict 
of interest. 

“(Kappa Sigma] has bigger liability 
than we do because, you see the news 
and all the things going on. The univer- 


sity is somewhat responsible, but the 
organization has often a bigger liability, 
so there’s often no conflict of interest; 
Waterfield said. 

If the school found that the investi- 
gation by Kappa Sigma nationals was 
not sufficient, they would do their own, 
Waterfield said. An investigation would 
be conducted by the Office of Student 
Conduct and Ethical Development. 

“Anytime it is of any significance, the 
National [organization] is usually in- 
volved in it ... because of the potential 


| REISS fey ea 


Visit www.ShopTheBeach 


TTAM-/PM 


liability, the national gets on it sooner 
rather than later, and the more they do, 
the less we may have to do,” said Thom- 
as Malizia, director of the OSCED. 
Interfraternity Council’s bylaws state 
that-if the president or vice president’s 
fraternity is‘suspended from the-school, 
that person must vacate their position. 
The IFC is the executive board over- 
seeing fraternities at CSULB. Because 
Kappa Sigma was suspended by its own 
nationals and not the school, IFC pres- 
ident Omid Shamoil does not need to 
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step down, Waterfield said. 

Within an hour of the timely warn- 
ing emails, Shamoil met with Waterfield 
to discuss what the fraternity should do 
next to best handle the report, Water- 
field said. at 

The investigation was. completed 
Friday and will be sent to Waterfield 
and the OSCED once the report is 
finished. In the meantime, Kappa Sig- 
ma remains suspended by nationals, 
meaning they cannot conduct any or- 
ganized activity. 
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SQUARED AWAY 


By ROBERT BERGEMAN 


strive for making a difference in my fellow vet- 
era's lives so they have the hope and faith I 
possess to overcome mental illness. 
When I was in high school, I started to hear 
voices and they kept me from enjoying com- 
pany of others. When I found alcohol and the sensa- 
tion of being free from the voices, I became instantly 
hooked. Alcohol got in my way of getting an educa- 
tion, because it took over my life. I knew when I was 
20, I needed to quit drinking and I joined the Navy to 
become sober. 

The voices came back in boot camp, and I was an 
emotional wreck until graduation. The first thing I 
did was go to a bar and get drunk. My sobriety left 
me and I began to live my life drinking. When I was 
able to take the test for advancement, I became a Sec- 
ond Class Petty Officer and during an exercise with 
our missile system; I was able to fire a live missile at 
a drone and demolish it into little pieces. I was also 
given two Navy Achievement Medals. 


I kept my drinking career throughout my Navy ex- 
perience and it was getting worse as I was progress- 
ing in my troubleshooting of electronic equipment. 
I wanted to drink more, so I turned to drugs and 
slowly my discipline began to deteriorate until I lost 
two ranks. I killed my naval career, and I quit caring 
about anything. I was devastated and stayed that way 
for about 10 years of drinking and drugging. When 
I could no longer support my habit, the voices came 
back, and I tried to commit suicide. Obviously I failed 
at that, and I made myself a promise that next time 
would be different. I was having a bad day in June of 
2007 and wanted to leave this world. 

On that day in June, I finally explained the voices 
to the doctors. I was diagnosed with schizoaffective 
disorder and was put on medication. I went into treat- 
ment and came out of treatment with achieving my 
goals of going back to school and getting a job. 

January 2008 started my journey in school and af- 
ter taking step by step I am going to graduate with my 
master’s degree in social work on May 20, 2016. It took 
me eight years to progress this far and the only thing 
that keeps me going is my fellow veterans who also 
suffer from mental illness. 
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professional success at CSULB. 


In partnership with Student Veterans of America, Veterans Network is leading the STRIVE campaign. 
STRIVE highlights student veteran's strengths, creates community support and encourages academic and 


Dirty cops plus heist equals all-too-familiar tale 


A murky paradox, “Triple 9” takes 
turns being difficult to track or settling 


first scene sets off alarm bells. 
We're in a car, at night. An ex-Spe- 


crew played by Anthony Mackie, Clif- 
ton Collins Jr., Aaron Paul and_Nor- 


thug loyalties clash with the new cop's 
dawning realization that he’s surround- 


for.obvious explication of what the au- cial Forces operative played by- Chiwe- man Reedus hit the bank, successfully. ~ ed by snakes. 
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This brings up the question of how _ 


much you need to care about the in- 
dividuals caught up in a complicated 


dirty-cop narrative in order to actu- = 
ally care about the movie. The answer. 
here is “more? You'd need to care more. ‘ 


Generally, when people complain about 


a film’s lack of clean lines and rooting _ 
interests, I find myself on the other side 3 


of the argument, where moral ambigu- 
ity’and unpredictable storytelling can 
flourish with the right script, a clear- 
eyed. director and actors up for a chal- 
lenge. But with Australian director John 
Hillcoat’s Atlanta-set picture, the very 


with his associates, regarding ‘the § gang’s 
options. They're under the thumb, ap- 
parently, of the. Georgia hub of the Rus- 
sian-Israeli mob, and there's a bank rob- 
bery in the works that will settle some 
sort of score! : 
The introductory dialogue is indi- 
rect, fragmented — more atmnosphere 
than exposition. Within seconds; I 
was thinking: Huh? Wha?, Wait, what? 
Much of*what comes next in. “Triple 
9” feels determined to keep the audi- 
ence clear and engaged, to mixed re- 
sults. Here's some of what happens in 
the story. Ejiofor’s twitchy, grim-faced 


staged and edited. The ensuing freeway ~=plexity per ‘se, but. screenwriter Matt 


shootout is interestingly messy, casting 
a shadow of trouble on the gang’s col- 
lective future. : 
The investigating police detective 
(Woody Harrelson, whose character is 
rarely without a joint) has a nephew on 
the force, the story’s conduit or nominal 
audience-identification figure, played 
by Casey Affleck. His partner turns out 
to be one of the dirty cops (played by 
Mackie), secretly working for the steely ~ 
Russian mob queen (Kate Winslet, 
wearing more eye shadow than the en- 
tire cast of “Kinky Boots”). Intramural 
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Cook mistakes solemnity for gravity, 
and a high body count for dramatic ur- 
gency. The cast is terrific, unfortunately. 
By that I mean the cast is so skillful, so 
ripe and ready to deliver a good, nervy, 
dark-hued heist picture, the one at 
hand (the title “Triple 9” refers to the 
999 “officer down” radio code) becomes 


especially frustrating, - 


And speaking of dark: Whoa! That 
lighting! Whether the actors lurk in 
nocturnal ‘shadows or simply stand 
around in hallways, Hillcoat and cin- 
ematographer Nicolas Karakatsanis 
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push them into inky abstraction, sil- 
houettes lit only by their cigarettes. 
It's a highly stylized look, but in a film 
whose middle name is not <Clanty;, 
fhe effect soon. becomes*selfeonsel 


“sao 


and excessive. The murderous reversals 
and revenge killings keep coming. And 
although the violence here is actually 
meant to hurt, as opposed to the pep- 
py R-rated slaughter of “Deadpool,” the 
story issues are a problem — as is Hill- 
coat’s urge to turn Atlanta (one of the 
cheapest big cities in America to make 
a movie, which may explain why the 
script is set there) into a crimson-toned 
symbol of American rot. 


—Michael Phillips, Chicago Tribune, 
TNS 
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Cal State Long Beach sororities and fraternities explain why they love to wear their letters regardless of reputation. 
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By LIsA WILLISTON 
Staff Writer 


ith all the 

negative 

news flood- 

ing the press 
in wake of recent campus con- 
troversy and Greek life being 
at the forefront of pessimistic 
gossip, members of sororities 
and fraternities still wear their 
letters with pride. 

As the Long Beach Police 
Department investigates alle- 
gations of sexual assault at a 
recent Kappa Sigma party, the 
prevalence of Greek letters be- 
ing repped on campus doesn't 
seem to have decreased. 

People assume sorority and 


fraternity members are required 
to wear their Greek-related 
shirts, jackets and baseball caps 
while at school, but that is not 
necessarily the case. 

Greeks are known to wear 
their gear on campus for the 
majority of the semester, not just 
during Week of Welcome and se- 
mester recruitment. Second-year 
student Kathleen Hoang, a mem- 
ber of Alpha Omicron Pi, said 
wearing the gear can be used to 
keep members accountable for 
their actions, which makes it less 
of a chore and more of a personal 
responsibility. 


“There’s this negative stigma 


with Greek life. People think 
that if you are in a sorority or 
a fraternity you party a lot and 
aren't very responsible,’ Hoang 
said. “When we wear our let- 
ters, what we really want to do is 
show that we are good students 


good 
friends” 

The letters can be used to 
spot fellow members or spark 
an interest in those who are cu- 
rious about the Greek system. 
Greeks said they are willing 
to answer any questions other 
students have about joining, 
and if their T-shirts started that 
discussion, then they are worth 
wearing. 

“We are more than just Greek 
letters, we are more than just a 
sorority, ASI Vice President 


“and Lambda Theta Alpha mem- 


ber Miriam Hernandez said. 
“There is no pressure [to wear 
our letters] because of the pride. 
You want to rock them.” 

Many Greeks expressed an 
overwhelming amount of pas- 
sion when discussing their so- 


Why I stopped wearing the hyab 


rority 
or fra- 

ternity. The sense of 
fellowship seemed to be 

the main topic of conversation. 

“Tt’s just that you are a part 
of something bigger than your- 
self. For me, back in high school 
I was a part of a team, and I 
think the rest of the girls were 
a part of a sports team. You feel 
a sense of pride because you're 
representing a community you 
really, really love; Jeannie Bui 
of Gamma Phi Beta said. 

Most of the Greeks pride 
themselves on building a pos- 
itive community within their 
own group, while also reaching 
out and helping the community 
around them. 

Each fraternity and sorority 
under the Interfraternity and 
Panhellenic Councils support 


national philanthropies 
through regular fundraisers 
held on or near the CSULB 
campus. 

These fundraisers range from 
internal, food-based events 
held throughout Long Beach 
to on-campus demonstrations 
that directly involve non-Greek 
students. Recently, Delta Zeta 
sorority was recognized for 
raising $1,500 in donations for 
Starkey Hearing Foundation 
with a single event. 

Closer to home, efforts such 
as beach cleanups and tree © 
planting events are common- 


’ place for Greeks. 


“T feel really proud wearing 
my letters. Going through the 
recruiting process, I feel like 
I've earned it and it gives mean- 
ing to them,’ Alfonzo Aguilar of 


Delta Chi said. 

Each sorority and fraternity 
caters to different personalities 
and may provide social accep- 
tance, business networking and 
personal development to stu- 
dents at any point of their un- 
dergraduate career. Some Greek 
affiliations are overseen on a 
national level, and some inde- 
pendent organizations are more 
culturally based’ to ‘provide -a 
safe unit for those seeking a 
community rooted their ethnic 
background. 

Despite all the controversy 
surrounding Greeks, they are 
still expressing support for their 
sororities and fraternities in a 
very visual way. 


As an Arab and Muslim woman who 
wore the hijab for 16 years, I am accus- 
tomed to experiencing hostility toward 
my religious and ethnic identity. 

In particular, the covering of my hair 
seemed to draw out the worst in strang- 
ers, from the waitress at the restaurant 
taking my order and demanding to 
know if I was “hot in that; to the man 
yelling obscenities at me from his car. 
Even in a city as progressive as Seattle, 
near where I grew up, my hijab seemed 
to signal to others that I wasn't entitled 
to respect and liberty. 

This year, for the first time, I felt 


compelled to stop wearing my hijab out 
of concern for my safety. In the midst of 
the 2016 U.S. presidential campaigns, 
I have experienced an unprecedented 
degree of anti-Muslim hostility. The 
statements made by Donald Trump, in 
particular, encouraging the shutdown 
of mosques and the development of a 
database to track Muslim Americans 
have direct. consequences for people 
like me. Over the course of the past few 
months, Muslim women in my social 
circle have been assaulted, mosques 
and Sikh temples have been defaced 
and Arab Americans have faced inten- 


sified and unwarranted surveillance. 

Practicing the hijab has never been 
easy. As the most visible symbol of Islam, 
the hijab occupies a provocative position 
in discussions of multiculturalism and 
tolerance in the United States. But when 
I wore the hijab, I was not motivated by 
politics, but by a desire to experience my 
faith on a deeper level. 

Even when the challenges of being 
Muslim and Arab in the United States 
grew after 9/11, I did not succumb to 
the pressure to try to pass as non-Mus- 
lim and non-Arab. In fact, the preva- 
lent ignorance of my cultural and faith 


background motivated me to volunteer 
in community-outreach activities with 
the hope of dispelling stereotypes. 

But this year has been different. The 
environment that I and many other 
Muslims nayigate has become increas- 
ingly perilous, to the extent that I and 
other Muslim women have to choose 
between our safety and our freedom of 
religion. 

While I, setting the hijab aside, am 
able to pass as non-Muslim or ambig- 
uously ethnic because of my light skin, 
my father, sisters and others in my 
community cannot. Their appearance 


marks them as people of color and tar- 
gets for violence and discrimination. ; 

My purpose in writing is not to en- 
courage limitations on speech — even 
if that speech is designed to set apatt 
my community. Rather, it is my hope 
that readers will reflect on our polit- 
ical climate and resist the inclination 
to be passive onlookers as the welfare 
of Muslims, immigrants, and commu- 
nities of color is compromised by vio- 
lence that is legitimized by racist polit- 
ical speech. 

—Hajer Al-Faham, The Seattle 
Times, TNS 
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SPORTS PREVIEWS 


Men’s volleyball 

Who: Hawaii (10-5. 5-5) 

When: Friday at 4 p.m. Pacific Stan- 
dard Time 

Where: Stan Sheriff Center, Hono- 
lulu 

Need to know: Top-ranked Long 
Beach State will look to extend its 
seven-game winning streak when the 
49ers face Hawaii on Friday. 

Although the No. 7 Rainbow War- 
riors have dropped four of their last 
five games, they lead the all-time se- 
ries against the 49ers 41-38. 

Senior outside hitter Sinisa 
Zarkovic leads Hawaii with an aver- 
age of 4.0 kills per set. On defense, 
senior libero Kolby Kanetake cleans 
up a team-high 2.69 digs per set. 


Baseball 

Who: Arizona State (5-1) 

When: Friday at 6 p.m., Saturday at 2 
p.m. and Sunday at 11:30 a.m. 

Where: Blair Field 

Need to know: Long Beach State (3- 
1) kicks off a weekend series against 
another PAC-12 team Arizona State 
University on Friday night. 

The Dirtbags lost their series with 
the Sun Devils 2-1 last year. Catcher 
Eric Hutting hit a grand slam against 
ASU in game one of the series; how- 
ever, LBSU lost 6-4 on March 2, 2015. 
The Dirtbags would come back and win 
the second game 4-2 on March 3. LBSU 
would ultimately lose the rubber match 
in Tempe, 9-3 on March 4, 

ASU’s David Greer leads the Sun 
Devils with a .533 batting average. The 


So |} 


Sun Devils are coming off a 11-5 loss 
to Nevada. It was the Sun Devils’ first 
loss after sweeping Xavier University to 
open their season. 


Softball 

Who: Colorado State (3-7) 

When: Friday at 1 p.m. 

Where: Palm Springs 

Need to know: Long Beach State (6- 
3) is looking to extend its 4-game win 
streak after winning every game at the 
Stanford Tournament Feb. 21 and Feb. 
22. 

The Rams lost their first five games 
of the season, but have gone 3-2 since 
then. Junior infielder Hale Hutton leads 
the Rams, batting .469 with a double, a 
triple and six runs scored. 

The Rams lead the all-time series 
6-2. 


Who: Utah (8-3) 

When: Friday at 6 p.m. 

Where: Palm Springs 

Need to know: The Utes are riding a 
five game winning streak after beating 
all of their opponents at the DeMarini 
Desert Classic. In that streak the Utes 
have only allowed one run. 

Leading the Utes are junior infielder 
Hannah Flippen and utility player Pa- 
checo. The duo have combined 29 hits, 
21 runs scored and four home runs. 

LBSU and Utah split the all-time se- 
ries 8-8. 


Who: LIU Brooklyn (4-6) 
When: Saturday at 5:30 p.m. 
Where: Palm Springs 


Need to know: The Blackbirds have 
won only one of their last seven games. 
That win was against Hofstra on Sun- 
day. 

Right fielder Whitney West leads the 
Blackbirds with a .467 batting average 
and 14 hits. Erynn Sobieski is the team’s 
best pitcher with a 2.89 ERA and three 
complete games. 

LBSU leads the all-time series 2-1. 


Who: California (6-3) 

When: Sunday at 2 p.m. 

Where: Palm Springs 

Need to know: The California Gold- 
en Bears have a 16-10 edge in the all- 
time series against the 49ers. Cal won 
the last three meetings with LBSU, the 
last of which ended in an 8-1 Golden 
Bear win on Feb. 28, 2010. 

Sophomore infielder Taurie Pogue 
leads Cal with a .435 batting average 
while freshman utility Krysten McCue 
leads with 10 RBIs, two triples and a 
home run. 


Who: Michigan (8-1) 

When: Sunday at 4:30 p.m. 

Where: Palm Springs 

Need to know: LBSU narrowly leads 
the all-time series against the Wolver- 
ines 4-3. Both teams haven't played 
each other since Feb, 17, 2001. Michi- 
gan got the 4-0 win then. 

Sophomore pitcher/infielder Tera 
Blanco leads Michigan with a .550 bat- 
ting average and ranks second with 8 
RBIs. Senior infielder Sierra Romero is 
hitting .423 and leads with 13 RBIs and 
five home runs. 


CHECK US OUT ON FACEBOOK 
Ei Daily 49er Sports 


FOLLOW US ON TWITTER 


@49erSports 


Bossy YAGAKE | DaILy 49ER 


Sophomore outfielder Tristan Mercadel gets under a fly ball in LBSU’s loss 


to Holy Cross on Sunday at Blair Field. 


Follow the Daily 49er on: 


You Tube facebook. Cwitter 


Go to www.daily49er.com for more information 


The City of La Mirada is hiring! 


SPLASH! AQUATICS POSITIONS 
Supervising Lifeguard: $20.66 to $25.87 per hour 


Swim Instructor/Lifeguard: $16.41 to $21.44 per hour 


Swim Instructor: $13.38 to $18.92 per hour 
Lifeguard: $13.38 to $18.92 per hour 
Aquatics Aide II: $11.55 to $14.58 per hour 
Aquatics Aide I: $10.33 to $12.77 per hour 


Closing Date/Time: Tue. March 15, 2016 at 5:00 p.m. 


Guest Services Associate: $12.15 to $18.28 per hour 
Closing Date/Time: Thur. March 10, 2016 at 5:00 p.m. or 
when 150 applications are received. 


RECREATION POSITIONS 

Recreation Aide: $10.35 to $12.77 per hour 

Recreation Leader: $11.55 to $14.58 per hour 

Closing Date/Time: Mon. April 18, 2016 at 5:00 p.m. or 
when 150 applications are received. 


For more information or to apply online please 
visit www.cityoflamirada.org. 


send us your samples at eicd49er@gmail.com 
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WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 


SPORTS 


49ers call it a comeback 


LBSU erases a 10 point 


deficit and outscores 
Cal Poly 21-10 in the 
fourth quarter. 


By GRESTER CELIS-ACOSTA 
Staff Writer 


Behind a furious fourth quarter 
comeback, the Long Beach State wom- 
ens basketball team defeated Cal Poly 
61-56 on Wednesday inside the Mott 
Athletics Center in San Luis Obispo. 

The 49ers (20-7; 9-4) took its first 
lead of the game-late in the fourth at 
the 3:51 mark after junior guard Raven 
Benton drained a free throw, giving the 


49ers a 53-52 lead. 

From that point on, LBSU would not 
allow Cal Poly (13-14, 6-8) to regain the 
lead or even a tie. The 49ers outscored 
the Mustangs 21-10 in the fourth quar- 
ter. 

Three pointers and free throws were 
key to the fourth quarter comeback as 
senior guard Chantel Dooley, sopho- 
more guard Gigi Hascheff and junior 
point guard Anna Kim all drained shots 
from behind the arc. 

Hascheff would lead the team in 
points, scoring 13, and Kim contribut- 
ed with 11. 

The Mustangs largest lead of the night 
was 10, which came early in the fourth. 

Despite a poor performance in the 
final quarter, the Mustangs had three 
players in the double digit points. 


tm. MEN’S BASKETBALL 


Ip 67-90 ¢ 


TOP PERFORMERS 


Guard 
Justin Bibbins 


26 points 
4-11 FGM 


15-15 FTM 


Guard 
Luke Nelson 


25 points 
9-10 FGM 


6-7 3PM 


Men’s basketball 


Sophomore guard Dynn Leaupepe led 
the team with 18 points, senior forward 
Beth Balbierz stacked on 14 points and 
junior forward Hannah Gilbert put up 
13 points. 

Another key factor was the 49ers’ 
bench as they outscored the Mustang 
bench 29-6. Turnovers were also a fac- 
tor. Cal Poly turned the ball over 23 
times compared to LBSU’s 17. LBSU 
capitalized on those, scoring 19 points 
off Mustang turnovers. 

Benton only scored five points on 
Wednesday, but it was enough to put 
her over the 1,000 point mark. She sits 
at 1,002 career points. 

After ending their road trip 2-1, the 
49ers will come back home on Saturday 
to host UC Irvine at the Walter Pyra- 
mid at 12:30 p.m. 
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TOP PERFORMERS 


Guard 
Gigi Hascheff 


13 points 


3-9 FGM 


6rebounds 4 Rebounds 


Guard 
Dynn Leaupepe 


18 points 


7-16 FGM 


Epic collapse 


LBSU fell apart in the 
second half, getting 
outscored 48-31 by the 
Anteaters. 


By WILL HERNANDEZ 
Assistant Sports Editor 


It was a frustrating night for the 
Long Beach State men’s basketball 
team, who had its six-game winning 
streak snapped, losing to UC Irvine 
90-67 on Wednesday night inside the 
Bren Events Center. 

With 15:43 remaining in the game 


a 


Women’s basketball 


and down 46-43, the 49ers (15-13, 
9-4) sliced the deficit down to one 
following a jumper from sophomore 
point guard Justin Bibbins. Howev- 
er, three straight turnovers by senior 
Nick Faust cost LBSU a chance to tie 
or take the lead. 

Then, the Anteaters went on a 
momentum-changing run, knock- 
ing down four straight three point- 
ers which extended their lead over 
the 49ers to 10. Three of those shots 
from outside came from junior guard 
Luke Nelson. 

Nelson poured in a team-high 25 
points, completing nine of his 10 at- 
tempts from the field and six of sev- 
en from beyond the arc. 


Trailing 59-52 with 10:54 remain- 
ing, the 49ers did not make a single 


field goal for a span of more than six 
minutes until junior forward Travis 
Hammonds drained a three at the 4:30 
mark. 

UCI limited LBSU to four points 
in the final four minutes of the game 
and took complete control of second 
place after the 23 point victory. 

Sophomore Justin Bibbins led the 
way for the 49ers, scoring a game 
and career-high 26 points. The guard 
made all of his 15 free throw at- 
tempts. 

LBSU will look to rebound when it 
returns to the Walter Pyramid to host 
UC Riverside on Saturday at 4 p.m. 


Who: UC Riverside (13-15, 4-8) 
When: Saturday at 4 p.m. 
Where: Walter Pyramid 


Need to know: Long Beach State 
(15-13, 9-4) come into its second 
regular season meeting against a 
team it has dominated in the all- 
time series, 52-10. 

However, when LBSU last played 
UC Riverside on Jan. 23 the 49ers 
wasted a 13 point lead and lost 74- 
72 inside the Walter Pyramid. The 
Anteaters have won two out of six 
games since then, dropping their 
last four. 

UCR will rely on its senior leader 
Jaylen Bland, who averages a team- 
high 16.3 points per game. Bland be- 
came the school’s all-time leader in 
three points made when he drained 
his 195th career triple against UC 
Santa Barbara on Feb. 20. 


Who: UC Irvine (4-22, 1-11) 
When: Saturday at 12:30 p.m. 
Where: Walter Pyramid 


Need to know: The Anteaters 
are in last place in the Big West 
and have just one victory within 
conference. UCI has also lost six 
straight games with its next game 
being against UC Santa Barbara on 
Thursday. 

Long Beach State (20-7, 9-4) is 
coming off back to back road wins 
against UC Santa Barbara and Cal 
Poly. Both games were decided in the 
final minutes of the fourth quarter. 

The Anteaters’ leading scorer is 
sophomore forward Mokun Faje- 
misin. She is averaging 9.1 points 
per game and ranks fifth in confer- 
ence with 7.3 rebounds per game. 
Fajemisin also leads the league in 
blocks, averaging 2.2 a game. 


BEN HAMMERTON | Dalry 49ER 
Sophomore forward Gabe Levin goes up for the slam 
in LBSU’s win over CSUN on Feb. 6 inside the Walter 


Pyramid. 


BEN HAMMERTON | DaILy 49ER 


Junior forward Jewelyn Sawyer goes up for an uncon- 
tested layup in LBSU’s win over Fullerton on Jan. 20 
inside the Walter Pyramid. 


